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EASTERN ILLINOIS UNIVERSITY
Charleston, Illinois

ART TATE, Assistant Director, University Relations
Office: (217) 581-5981 - Home: (217) 348-7553

May 31, 1988

88-270

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE
GROUND BREAKING FOR EIU GREEK COURT JUNE 3
CHARLESTON, IL.--A ground breaking ceremony for Eastern Illinois
University's Greek Court will be held at 10 a.m. Friday, June 3, at the
construction site located north of Carmen Hall on Ninth Street. The public
is invited.
Dignitaries from the Board of Governors of State Colleges and
Universities (Eastern's governing board), the Illinois State Legislature,
the City of Charleston and the Panhellenic and Interfraternity Councils at
Eastern are among the invited guests.
According to Eastern Vice President for Student Affairs Glenn
Williams, the project will provide on-campus housing for some of the
University's Greek organizations.
-more-
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GREEK COURT

One of the primary goals of the $2.5 million project is ''to provide a
better housing environment for Greek groups," Williams said. It will also
permit some of the University's sororities and fraternities to move from
residential areas.
The fraternity/sorority court will be completed in three phases, after
site work is completed this summer.
The first phase, which is expected to be completed by Fall 1989, will
consist of four houses in two units. Each house will accommodate between
40-42 students and will be located on University-owned land behind Ninth
Street Hall.
The second and third phases will be initiated as the demand for
additional housing exists. Recreational facilities and parking are
included in the total project.
"The 'pioneer' phase of the project has generated interest among some
of the fraternity and sorority Greek communities," Williams said.
"In addition to providing quality housing for sororities and
fraternities, the Court will enhance Eastern's collegiate atmosphere," he
added.
EIU alumnus John Schmitt of Springfield said, "This is an outstanding
example of Eastern's commitment to the Greek community. As an alumnus of
Lambda Chi Alpha fraternity, I look forward to the day when the Lambda
Chi's can move into a new University-owned facility and I am sure this
will strengthen the Greek community at Eastern."
Although the court is designed for fraternities and sororities, any
units not leased to Greek organizations may be used to accommodate the
waiting list for regular residence halls, Williams said.
-more-
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GREEK COURT

The University recently received approval from the BOG for
contractural work totaling $375,000 for professional architectural
services and site development work for the first construction phase.
Upchurch and Associates of Mattoon is the architect for the project.
Ne-Co Asphalt Company of Charleston will develop the site, while Superior
Electric of Decatur will complete the electrical work for the first
construction phase.
The concept of university-owned housing for fraternities and
sororities is working well for Bowling Green State University in Bowling
Green, Ohio.
According to Wayne Colvin, director of small group housing and Greek
Life, the chapters appreciate "the extensive support and commitment the
university has shown through its university-owned housing and
administrative staff support."
Bowling Green has three "Greek Rows"--Old Fraternity Row, New
Fraternity Row and Sorority Row--and has chapters on a waiting list to
receive housing.
Colvin said students who live on "Greek Row" say they enjoy the
proximity to campus, the quality of housing, staff support and educational
programming.
-30-

